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if he had his way, he would do nothing else, except
at the times when he was riding or shooting."

" Well," I said, "that's enough, for the moment, to
refute him. And, in fact, I suppose none. of us
would seriously maintain that there is no form of
activity which men feel to be good for its own sake,
though the Good of course may be partial and
precarious."

"No," said Ellis, "I should rather inquire whether
there is any form which they pursue merely and
exclusively as a means to something else."

" Oh, surely !" I said. " One might mention, for
instance, the act of visiting the dentist. Or what is
more important, and what, I suppose, Parry had in
his mind, there is the whole class of activities which
one distinguishes as moral."

" Do you mean to say," said Parry, " that moral
action has no Good in itself but is only a means to
some other Good ? "

" I don't know," I replied; " I am rather inclined
to think so. But it all depends upon how we
define it"

" And how do you define it ? "

" I should say that its specific quality consists in
the refusal to seize some immediate and inferior
Good with a view to the attainment of one that is
remoter but higher."

" Oh, well, of course," cried Leslie, " if you define
, it so, your proposition follows of itself."

" So I thought," I said. " But how would you
define it?"

" I should say it is a free and perfect activity in
Good."